SATELLITES FOB CANNABIS ERADICATION

Mr, SMITH. What about the use of earth-orbiting satellites to
locate places where they cultivate plants and other things?

Mr, LAWN. We have used any of a number of scientific develop-
ments to assist us in locating cannabis cultivation. To the present
time we feel the most effective means of determining cannabis cul-
tivation is by low-level flying, and that is the reason why we have
increased our training of state and local officers on the aerial ob-
servation program.

Mr. SMITH. Then the use of satellites is not very beneficial?

Mr. LAWN. We haven't found it to be cost effective, nor have we
found it to be as effective as low-level flying.

CANNABIS ERADICATION PROGRAM

Mr. SMITH. With regard to our cooperation with Mexico on mari-
juana, are we really getting anywhere with trying to eradicate the
plant?

Mr. LAWN. Yes, sir, we are, In 1976 Mexico was a major source
country and a tremendous problem area for the United States in
heroin and marijuana, In 1977 we began the program, and it has
been funded substantially from 1977 until the present time. Until
about 18 months ago, Mexico was a model country.

Whenever foreign visitors asked about an eradication program,
we would take them to Mexico, or at least address with them the
eradication programs in Mexico. However, in the past 18 months
we have seen the Mexican program lose some effectiveness, and as
recently as last Friday Attorney General Meese met with the At-
torney General of Mexico to discuss what we believe to be a down-
fall, a decay in the program. I will be meeting again with repre-
sentatives from Mexico in the next few weeks to talk about how we
can turn that around,

Mr. SMITH. What we used to call hemp, you can see that from an
airplane. How can you ever stop growing the weed in that kind of a
climate?

Mr. LAWN. As you indicated, hemp marijuana was something
that was cultivated here in the United States during World War II.
The hemp marijuana is different from the marijuana used for-----

CONDITIONS REQUIRED TO GROW MARIJUANA

Mr. SMITH. But, genetically, there are similar characteristics.
Anywhere you can grow hemp you can grow the other,

Mr. LAWN. Yes, sir, marijuana is a weed. It will grow pretty near
anywhere, but the potency of the marijuana is what is creating the
problem.

Mr, SMITH. That is relative to climate. You can grow that plant
in Mexico better than in Iowa, because of the climate, right?

Mr. LAWN. In part. I think the cultivation of the plant, the qual-
ity of the species is what determines the potency of the plant, and
if an individual were to grow hemp for a potent cannabis, it would
be-----

Mr. SMITH. You can eradicate it, but is it possible really to keep
from having a huge supply?s good as
